RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 10 COURSE SELECTION
2018

COURSE SELECTION ONLINE PROCESS
The course selections are completed online using the Parent Portal. Please go to our website,
www.riccarton.school.nz, click the red “Sign In” button at the top of the screen, select Parent Portal
and then enter your username and password. Once signed in, the link for Course Selection is found
on the left of the screen. Make sure you click Save at the bottom of the page when you have
finished.

YEAR 10 CURRICULUM
Riccarton High School believes that you should have a broad general education for as long as
possible. This is why at Year 9 everyone takes everything. In Year 10 you will continue with
some subjects for the full-year, but you also have the chance to make some choices from the
interesting range of other subjects offered.
Compulsory Courses: You will study English, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science,
Health and Physical Education as full-year courses.
Option Courses: You select your remaining courses from the table below. You are
encouraged to select options from all three learning areas however, as a minimum, you need
to have option courses selected from two of the Arts, Languages and Technology learning
areas. In your timetable there are four blocks for options. A full-year course will take up
two blocks in your timetable; a half-year course takes one block.
You can select option subjects in the following combinations:




Four half-year courses
One language and two half-year courses
Two languages (with special exemption from your dean)

Learning Languages – full-year courses

Technology – half-year courses

French
Japanese
Te Reo Māori

Design and Visual Communication
Digital Technologies
Food
Hard Materials
Textiles

The Arts – half-year courses
Dance
Drama
Music
Visual Art

Other half-year courses
Basic Financial and Business Skills
Enterprise Studies

What subjects do I have to do in Year 10?



Year 10 subjects in italics are compulsory for all students in Year 10. At Year 11 an
English and a Mathematics course is compulsory.
Year 11 subjects marked * mean that it is recommended that you have studied them in Year
10 in order to study them in Year 11.

Learning Area

Year 10 Subject

English

English or
English as a Second
Language

The Arts
Health and
Physical Education

Dance
Drama
Music
Visual Art
Physical Education and
Health

Learning
Languages

French
Japanese
Te Reo Māori

Mathematics

Mathematics

Science

Science

Social Sciences

Basic Financial and
Business Skills
Enterprise Studies
Social Studies

Technology

Design and Visual
Communication
Digital Technologies
Food
Hard Materials
Textiles

Year 11
NCEA Level 1 Subject
1 English or
1 English Applied or
1 English as a Second Language or
1 Te Reo Māori* (students may
choose both Te Reo and English)
1 Dance*
1 Drama*
1 Music*
1 Visual Art*
1 Health and Physical Education
1 Physical Education
1 French*
1 Japanese*
1 Pasifika Studies
1 Te Reo Māori*
1 Mathematics
1 Mathematics Internal
1 Mathematics Applied
1 Science
1 Science Onwards
1 Everyday Science
1 Business Studies with Accounting
1 Business Studies with Economics
1 Geography
1 History
1 Social Science Applied
1 Design and Visual Communication*
1 Digital Technologies
1 Food and Nutrition
1 Hard Materials Technology
1 Hospitality
1 Textiles Technology

BASIC FINANCIAL
AND BUSINESS
SKILLS
This course encourages financial
understanding. Students learn to make
informed and effective decisions on
their everyday finances, and the use and
management of money. Topics include:
budgeting, identifying financial
products or services, accessing and
evaluating independent financial advice,
and avoiding abusive practices and
scams. This is a cross-curricular course
including social science, technology and
mathematics. Its focus is financial
literacy, money-based education.

DESIGN AND VISUAL
COMMUNICATION
This programme develops formal drawing
skills and knowledge, sketching and
rendering skills and presentation methods,
problem-solving through graphic design
based on topics that are of interest to
teenagers. Computer Aided Design (CAD)
may be introduced at this level.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Graphics.
Course Contributions: $10
Enquiries to: Mr Regaldo

This course leads to NCEA Level 1
Business Studies and Economics and/or
Accounting.
Course Contributions: $15
Enquiries to: Mr Wedlake

DANCE
This is a practical course which will explore
dances from around the world, develop
technical skills in movement and
performance, communicate ideas through
dance, and help you grow in confidence,
fitness and self-expression. You will focus
on specific elements and choreographic
devices to create a whole class ensemble
piece that shows a specific genre of dance
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Dance.

DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES
This course covers the five strands of
multimedia, programming, business,
network/infrastructure, and electronics.
You will develop basic computer
programming skills, use digital tools such
as Photoshop, 3D modelling, and
Microsoft Office for the management of
information, and explore communication
through the use of web design, gaming,
interactive PowerPoint, or video.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Digital Technologies.

Course Contributions: $10
Course Contributions: $20
Enquiries to: Ms Willows
Enquiries to: Mr Jefferson

DRAMA

FOOD

This is a practical course which will
explore many aspects of drama. It is set
up so that anyone can achieve success in a
supportive atmosphere. Drama helps you
to express yourself, to be more confident,
to relate to and understand others. You
will develop your ability to speak clearly
and move naturally. These skills will be
very valuable to you in your working life.
The course explores storytelling, story
drama, movement and rhythm,
improvisation, mime, mask, play building
and script work. You will keep a response
journal during the course and will work
towards a small performance of some
aspect of the classwork.

This course teaches health and nutrition
concepts using a food and nutrition
approach. It builds on and extends the
skills learnt in Year 9. You will develop
knowledge and skills to plan healthy
meals for growing teenagers and study
the overall effects it has on your wellbeing. Practical work is included
throughout the course to develop the
appropriate skills required for
independent cooking.

This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Technology.
Costs: $100

This course leads to NCEA Level 1
and higher levels in Drama.

Enquiries to: Mrs Schwass

Enquiries to: Mr Scott

ENTERPRISE STUDIES
This course encourages students to identify
and work with enterprising people,
observing what it takes to be an
entrepreneur in business or the community.
Students will study resource use, risk
taking, learn about technology in business
and how to handle money. Students will
be challenged to run their own small-scale
enterprise.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Business Studies and
Economics and/or Accounting.
Course Contributions:
Transport costs to visit businesses
and/or business entrepreneurs (bus
fares). Investment in classroom
business of $20.00.
Enquiries to: Ms Browning

FRENCH
This full-year course is open to those of
you who are interested in the French
language and its culture.
The six skills of speaking, listening,
reading, writing, viewing and presenting
will be combined in language learning and
cultural awareness.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in French.
Enquiries to: Mrs Jacques

HARD MATERIALS
This course is designed to provide
technology-based workshops that
encourage creativity and imagination, a
sense of achievement and personal
satisfaction. You will develop hand and
machine tool skills, and become familiar
with the use and properties of a variety
of materials. You will investigate the
design process and apply these principles
to solving simple design problems. The
safe use of tools and machines is
emphasised.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in Technology.
Costs: $40
Enquiries to: Mr Regaldo

MUSIC

JAPANESE
This full-year course is available to
those of you who are interested in the
language and culture of Japan. You
will learn communication skills in
speaking, listening, reading, writing,
viewing and presenting to extend your
knowledge of the Japanese culture and
writing characters.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1
and higher levels in Japanese.
Enquiries to: Mrs Jacques

Music is the course to take if you have
enjoyed the practical aspects of Music in
Year 9, such as performing, composing
and working in groups playing on the
instruments. It extends the skills of
seasoned singers and instrumentalists,
and encourages beginners to extend their
musical skills. It caters for all musical
interests and musical tastes. Units of
work include song-writing genres from
the earliest blues to progressive rock.
Learning music theory is important and
will be taught through an interactive and
practical programme. Free itinerant
instrument or vocal tuition is available.
This course leads to NCEA Level 1
and higher levels of study in Music.
Enquiries to: Ms Plummer

TE REO MĀORI

VISUAL ART

This full-year option is an extension of the
Year 9 Te Reo and Tikanga Māori course.
There is a greater emphasis on language
skills including speaking, writing, reading,
viewing, listening and presenting. There
may be a visit to a marae and an
opportunity to be involved in other
community activities such as the Māori
Speech Competitions.

Through engaging in the Visual Arts
students discern, participate in, and
celebrate imagery from our visual world.
Year 10 Art builds on the skills and
knowledge introduced in Year 9, giving
students a more in-depth experience of art
making in preparation for NCEA Level 1.
Students create, problem solve and reflect
on their own artwork. The course covers art
theory, drawing, painting, stencil making,
photography, printmaking, and some basic
use of digital media such as Photoshop.

This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels of study in Māori.
Course Contributions: $20 Noho marae
Enquiries to: Mr Murray

This course leads to NCEA Level 1 and
higher levels in all aspects of Visual Art
subjects such as Photography, Art Design,
Painting and Printmaking.

Costs: $20
Enquiries to: Ms Blackwell

TEXTILES
This course uses the design
and technology approach.
You will work from design briefs to
design and make articles/garments of
your own choice. You will learn to use a
variety of materials in your design, and to
decorate fabric by printing, dyeing,
beading and appliqué
This course leads to NCEA Level
1and higher levels in Technology.
Costs: $50
Enquiries to: Mrs Teague-Schellekens

Your course selection must
be done online by
Friday 3rd November

