
 

 
 
Tēnā koutou 

Welcome to week 5 of term 1. With the New Zealand Government’s continued focus on regular attendance at 
school, the Ministry of Education has now created an interactive dashboard on their ‘Education Counts’ 
website. This displays daily statistics including the reasons for absence as a summary for the whole country. 
You can access the dashboard here. An interesting pattern for high schools in New Zealand has already 
emerged with Fridays receiving the lowest attendance figures. This provides us with a timely reminder that 
consistency in attendance over the 5 days is important. 

At Riccarton High School, our regular attendance rate (those attending at least 90% of the time) is currently 
80%. Our target for 2025 remains at 70%. We will continue to share with you regular updates throughout each 
term. Once again, thank you to our parents for the role you are playing in getting your children to school 
regularly. 

 

REMINDER: YEAR 9 PARENT’S EVENING-WEDNESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY. 

A reminder that this evening will be held tomorrow in our Manu Tiria classroom block between 6.00pm-
8.30pm. This will be the ideal opportunity to meet your child’s subject teachers, whānau teacher and other 
key staff. We look forward to you joining us. 

 

GALA DAY: TUESDAY 4TH MARCH 

Our annual Gala Sports Day takes place next Tuesday 4th March. This involves a mixture of traditional athletic 
and fun events and is run as an inter-whare competition. Students are encouraged to come to school wearing 
their whare colours on the day. Normal classes will take place during periods 1 and 2 before the competition 
starts at 11am. It is estimated that our day will finish at approximately 2.45pm. ALL students are expected to 
attend for the whole day. 

Points to note for Gala Day: 

• The canteen will be open on this day and there will be a sausage sizzle at lunchtime 
• No Uber Eats will be permitted 
• The expectation is that students participate in the scheduled sports and recreational activities that 

have been planned for the day. Therefore, no personal sporting equipment is to be bought from home 
for use during the day 

• As per our school policies, cell phones are to remain in students’ bags and are not to be used during 
the day 

 

YEAR 10 OROHAKI CAMPS 
 
Our Year 10 camps at Orohaki are well and truly underway and we are receiving some great feedback from 
both students and staff. Keeping in line with the New Zealand Curriculum, student participation in these 
camps is mandatory. In the event that a student is unable to attend, it is required that they be present at 
school during the designated camp days. During this time, the student will be temporarily placed in a different 
Year 10 class. 

  

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/daily-attendance-dashboard


 
 
 
VICKI STREET ENTRANCE 
 
The temporary fences that were in place during the construction of our new entrance, have now been 
removed. Visitors to the school are welcome to park in the designated visitor parking spaces located outside 
the administration block. However, all school drop-offs and pick-ups are to take place outside the school 
grounds on Vicki Street. Thank you for your cooperation in adhering to this. 

 
 
 
UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 
 
 

Wednesday 26 February Year 9 Parents Information Evening. Manu Tiria. 6.00pm-8.00pm 

 10T Camp to Orohaki 

Thursday 27 February Board of Trustees meeting. RHS Board Room. 5.00pm - 9.30pm 

 L3 Geo Field Trip 

Friday 28 February 2TEF & 3TEH Field Trip to Ohoka Farmers Market 

Tuesday 4 March  Gala Day 

Wednesday 5 March 10R Camp to Orohaki 

Thursday 6 March Pasifika Whānau NCEA Evening. RHS Staffroom. 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Friday 7 March Fortnightly Reports issued 

Monday 10 March Year 9 Social Studies visits to Te Pūtaringamotu throughout the week 

Tuesday 11 March Careers Information Evening for Year 12 & Year 13 parents/whānau. Manu 
Tiria 4. 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Wednesday 12 March Māori Whānau Gathering. Manu Tiria 4. 5.30pm to 7.30pm 

 10O Camp to Orohaki 

Friday 14 March L3 Biology Field Trip to Orana Park. 9.00am to 3.00pm 

 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
 
N Haywood 

 
Neil Haywood 
PRINCIPAL 
 


