RICCARTON HS

SUBJECT

ENGLISH

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

e Students practise reading

and writing every week.
Students learn English skills
to aid students in other
subjects.

These skills also prepare
students for senior
qualifications.

Contexts include:

Creative writing
Responses to texts
Speeches

Film Techniques

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Writing:

Students learn how to write clearly.
They practise using good sentence
structure, correct grammar, and
general literacy.

Reading:

Students learn how to read carefully.

They look for meaning, learn new
words, and understand why the
writer made certain choices.

Thinking:

Students learn how to think about
what they read and write. They
practise giving their opinion and
their reasoning.

ASSESSMENT

Start and End of year tests:

At the start and end of the year,
students will do a reading and
writing test to show their growth.

End of Topic Tests:

At the end of each topic, a
common assessment will show
students learning and
understanding of the topic.



RICCARTON HS

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

SUBJECT CONTENT KNOWLEDGE SKILLS KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT
MATHEMATICS e Students learn important Number: Beginning and End of Year Tests
math skills that help them in Work with whole numbers, fractions, (e-asTTle):
everyday life and prepare decimals, and percentages using e At the start and end of the
them for senior basic operations. year, students do a maths
mathematics and NCEA test called e-asTTle.
e The programme follows the Probability: e These tests help teachers see
New Zealand Curriculum Learn to describe how likely things how much progress students
and supports students with are to happen using simple maths. have made during the year.
different levels of
mathematics ability. Statistics: Topic Tests:
Collect, organise, and graph data; e During the year, students do
explain what it shows. smaller tests on different
maths topics (like number,
Measurement: algebra, or geometry).
Measure length, area, volume, and e These tests are created by
time using tools and formulas. teachers and help them
understand what students
Geometry: know and what they need
Explore shapes, angles, and space; help with.

describe them with maths.

Algebra:
Use symbols to show patterns and
solve simple equations.
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SUBJECT

SOCIAL SCIENCE

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

e Learn about people, places,
and how society works,
starting with local topics.

e Follows the NZ Curriculum
and includes themes from
Aotearoa New Zealand’s
Histories.

Main Areas:

e Culture & Identity: Explore
cultures, beliefs, and
traditions.

e Government & Power: Learn

how decisions are made and

how people can have a say.
¢ Place & Environment: Study

places in NZ and the world,

and how people interact with

nature.
e Economic Activity:

Understand money, jobs, and

how people use resources.

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Reading Info:
Understand charts, graphs, and
maps.

Mapping:
Use and make maps to learn about
places and people.

Using Sources:
Find useful info from books,
websites, and videos.

Research:
Ask questions, find answers, and
organise ideas.

Evaluating resources:

Decide if info is true, useful, and fair.

Different Views:
Explore how people see events
differently.

History Stories:
Explain past events and why they
matter today.

ASSESSMENT

When and what:
e Start-of-Year Check: A short
test to see what students
already know.

e Assessed twice for mid and
end of year reports:

o Social Studies Skills:
assessing students'
confidence applying social
studies skills. E.g
mapping, graphing,
comprehension

o Writing: Using knowledge
to craft a written
response to a question

o Research: applying
research skills to find,
process and present
information
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SUBJECT

SCIENCE

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

The Nature of Science

e Students learn how science
works and why it matters.

e They explore how scientific
ideas are created, shared,
and used to make decisions
or take action.

e This nature of science
learning happens throughout
every topic, for example, Who
lives at our place, Sea level
changes, Sound & vision,
Mission to Mars.

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Investigating:
Ask questions, plan experiments, and
collect data.

Communicating:
Talk and write about science ideas
clearly.

Participating:
Work together and explore how
science helps communities.

Understanding:
Learn how the world works and how
science supports decisions.

ASSESSMENT

When students are assessed:

e Students are assessed at the
start and end of each topic to
check what they know and
how much they’ve learned.

What is assessed:

e Students complete tasks that
focus on the Nature of
Science — how science works
and how scientists think.
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SUBJECT CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Food and Nutrition:

e Learn about nutrition and
healthy eating through
personal growth.

o Year 9: Basic nutrition
o Year 10: Teen nutrition

e Learn safety - Kitchen, Hygiene

and Food.

TECHNOLOGY

Hard Materials / DVC:
e Plan, design, and make
products.
e Model ideas, create outcomes,
and improve work.

Digital Technology:
e Solve problems using
computers.
e Decomposition: Break problems
into parts.
e Algorithmic Thinking: Plan step-
by-step solutions.
e Debugging: Fix code mistakes.
e Based on Computational
Thinking in the Digital
Curriculum.

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Food and Nutrition:

e Prepare food safely and keep the
kitchen clean.

e Nutrition

e Build key skills:
o Thinking: Solve problems
o Managing Self: Stay organised
o Participating: Work with others,

collaboration.

o 2 practicals and 1 theory

Hard Materials (TEM):
e Measure, cut, join, and finish
materials.
e Test (Tech modelling) ideas before
making to improve outcome.
e Evaluate

Design & Visual Communication (DVC):

e Visual Communication of ideas -
drawing in 2D/ 3D.

e Develop and improve design ideas
with feedback.

e Use of visual Symbolism.

ASSESSMENT

When students are assessed:

e Year 9 students are assessed
at the end of each rotation
(every 10 weeks).

e Year 10 students are
assessed once each term,
during each semester.

e Self Reflection

What is assessed:

Teachers also assess important
skills that students need to
succeed in Technology.

Key Strands Assessed:
Food and Nutrition:
e Personal Growth (HPE
Curriculum) - (Y9/10)
e Safety Management (Y10)

Hard Materials/DVC:

e Functional Modelling:
Students test and trial their
ideas before making the final
product.
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RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

SUBJECT CONTENT KNOWLEDGE SKILLS KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT
TECHNOLOGY Digital Technology (DGT): e Outcomes and Evaluation:
e Year 9: Learn coding with Minecraft Students reflect on how well
e Year 10: Use Python, HTML, and their project worked and how
spreadsheets. it could be improved (Y10)

e Practise coding, organising data,
and solving problems.
Digital Technology:
Year 9:

e Computational Thinking
strand (problem solving using
code).

Year 10:

e DDDO (Designing Digital
Devices and Outcomes),
which is also covered across
all learning areas

e Computational Thinking.
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SUBJECT

HEALTH &
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Main Areas:

1.Personal Health: Learn to care
for body and mind

2.Movement Skills: Practise
physical skills and enjoy being
active

3.Relationships: Build friendships
and communicate well

4.Healthy Communities: Help
make school and community
safe and healthy

Key Learning Areas:

¢ Mental Health: Understand
emotions and wellbeing

e Sexuality Education: Learn
about bodies, relationships, and
safe choices

e Food & Nutrition: Know what to
eat to stay healthy

e Body Care & Safety: Look after
your body and stay safe

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Personal Health:

Care for body and mind
Make healthy choices and stay safe
Stay active in different situations

2. Movement Skills:

Develop physical skills and move
safely

Build confidence and enjoy being
active

Try new challenges with a positive
attitude

3. Relationships:

Communicate clearly and
respectfully

Work with others and solve
problems

Recognise and respond to unfair
treatment

4. Healthy Communities:

Help make school and community
safer

Take action to support others and
the environment

ASSESSMENT

How students are assessed:

e Self-Reflection: Write about
strengths and areas to
improve

e Google Forms: Answer
qguestions to show learning or
feelings

e Ako Conversations: Talk with
teachers about goals and
strengths

e Exit Passes: Share quick
reflections at the end of
lessons

e Recall Tests: Short quizzes to
check memory and
understanding
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RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL
YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

SUBJECT CONTENT KNOWLEDGE SKILLS KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT
HEALTH & e Physical Activity: Take part in ¢ Understand how values and laws
PHYSICAL games and sports affect well-being
e Sport Studies: Learn teamwork
EDUCATION and fair play

e Outdoor Education: Explore
nature and learn outdoor safety



RICCARTON HS

SUBJECT

LANGUAGES

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Greetings

Personal Info: Where you live,
age, birthdays, dates, numbers
Describing: Location, colours,
personality, appearance
Family & Pets

Weather & Clothes

Home & Daily Routine

School Life: Subjects, opinions,
timetables, uniforms, cultural
comparisons

Getting Around: Directions,
transport, invitations

Food: Buying, manners, cultural
differences

Sport

Stories & Legends

Culture, Festivals & Traditions

Subjects: French, Te Reo Maori or
Japanese

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Listening: understanding spoken
language

Reading: understanding written
language

Speaking: using the language to
talk

Writing: using the language to write

ASSESSMENT

By mid-year, students are
assessed in:
e One receptive skill (listening
or reading)
e One productive skill
(speaking or writing)
e By the end of the year,
students are assessed in all
four skills.

Assessment Style:

Listening and reading tests are
similar to NCEA assessments, but
use vocabulary and grammar that
match the students’ level.

Speaking Focus:

With the new NCEA standards, all
languages will now include more
interactive speaking — students
will practice having
conversations, not just giving
speeches.
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YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

SUBJECT CONTENT KNOWLEDGE SKILLS KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT

ARTS Visual Arts Visual Arts Skills: Students are assessed against a

What students learn:

e Students explore different ways
to make and understand art.

e They learn how to use
materials, tools, and techniques
to create visual artworks.

e They also learn how to talk
about art and what it means.

Performing Arts
What students learn:

e Students explore how to
express themselves through
movement, sound, and
performance.

e They learn how to work with
others to create and present
performances.

Subjects: Visual Art, Dance, Drama,
Music

Practical Knowledge: Use a range
of media to create art.

Design: Arrange shapes, colours,
and space creatively.
Techniques: Practise shading,
blending, and texture.

Looking at Art: Understand how
artists express ideas.

Talking About Art: Describe and
explain artworks.

Performing Arts Skills

Drama: Act out characters and
stories

Music & Rhythm: Use voice,
instruments, and movement.
Performance: Practise performing
confidently.

Collaboration: Plan and perform in
groups.

Reflection: Discuss what went well
and what to improve.

combination of the 4 Strands of
the Arts New Zealand:
e Practical Knowledge
e Understanding Context
e Developing Ideas
e Communicating and
Interpreting
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SUBJECT

ENGLISH AS AN
ADDITIONAL
LANGUAGE

RICCARTON HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 9 SUBJECTS OVERVIEW

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Topic Focus for 9EAL

(depending on student interest
and level)
e Family relationships
e Introducing a classmate
e First time narrative
e Camp - thank you email
e Bilingual brain
e Customs/traditions
e Novel study
e Sport - persuasion
e Food - graphs and charts
e Vision - diagrams
e Work - future prediction
e Inventions/technology

Topic Focus:
1.People to admire
2.Pro and Cons
3.Crime
4.Novel study

SKILLS KNOWLEDGE

Narrative tenses

Perfect and Continuous aspect
Paragraphing

Linking ideas with conjunction,
adverbs, prepositions

Topic sentences

Discourse markers

Reporting verbs

Reported speech

Passive

Relative clauses

ASSESSMENT

Students can be assessed
through the following:

e Writing portfolio

® Presentation

e Debate

e Essay

e A newspaper article

e Areview

e email



