
KIA ORA KOUTOU

As we begin Week 8 of the term, we are once again reminded
of the strength, diversity, and spirit of our Riccarton
community.

This week, we come together to celebrate Philippine
Independence Day, an important occasion for our school and
especially for the more than 200 Filipino students who are a
valued part of our school whānau. Through a range of events
and activities taking place throughout the week, we have the
opportunity to recognise and celebrate Filipino history, culture,
identity, and community pride.

These celebrations not only acknowledge the rich
contributions of our Filipino students and families but also
provide an opportunity for our wider school community to
learn, connect, and appreciate the diversity that enriches our
school. Thank you to everyone who has contributed their time,
energy, and enthusiasm to bring these celebrations to life.

We would also like to acknowledge the earthquake that struck
the Southern Philippines yesterday. Our thoughts are with all
those affected, particularly our Filipino students, staff, and
families who may be concerned for the wellbeing of loved ones
back home. We extend our support and best wishes to
everyone impacted during this difficult time.

Last Saturday evening, we held our Senior Formal, and it was a
truly memorable occasion. More than 300 students attended,
supported by over 30 staff throughout the night. My sincere
thanks to the staff and organising committee who made the
night such a success. 

Finally, I want to update you on the leadership arrangements
that will support the school through the transition period after
I depart on 26 June. The Board has appointed Whaea Anthea
Knowles, one of our current Deputy Principals, as Acting
Principal from 29 June through to the end of Term 3, while the
process of confirming a new principal continues.

Anthea is a well-respected leader, and I know that she will
bring steadiness, experience, and heart to this role. Joel
Hammond will continue as Deputy Principal, and Carole Lake
will step into the Acting Deputy Principal position. We are also
pleased to announce that Sarah Blissett, our Head of
Mathematics, has been appointed Acting Assistant Principal.
Sarah was selected from an exceptionally strong internal field,
and this represents a valuable professional learning
opportunity for her. She will be well supported by our Senior
Leadership Team as she steps into this new role.

I hope that your week goes well.
 

 

VOLLEYBALL SUCCESS AT IPC U17 TOURNAMENT

Over King's Birthday Weekend, two of our students represented Canterbury in the
IPC U17 Volleyball teams competing in Wellington.

The boys' team achieved an impressive 3rd place, while the girls' team finished 4th
overall.
Congratulations to Lillia and Gus on their selection for these representative teams.
Their commitment, hard work, and dedication throughout the selection process and
subsequent training sessions have been outstanding, and we are proud of their
achievements.
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Neil Haywood 

We would also like to acknowledge two
Riccarton High School alumni, Alan
Hodder and Isaac Weir, who were
members of the IPC Canterbury Men's
team. Their team had an exceptional
tournament, finishing 1st overall and
claiming the championship title.

Well done to all players on their success
and for representing Canterbury with
pride.

MID-YEAR REPORTING & CURRICULUM UPDATES

All students will receive their mid-year academic progress report at the end of this
term. Because our senior and junior students operate under different national
frameworks, the reports will look slightly different depending on your child's year
level:

Senior Students (Years 11–13): Reports will reflect current NCEA achievement,
internal assessment grades, and progress toward their qualification goals.
Junior Students (Years 9–10): Reports will focus on learning growth and skill
development in each subject area.

Understanding the New National Curriculum Changes
The Ministry of Education is currently rolling out significant updates to the New
Zealand Curriculum. This year, the changes are live for Year 9 and 10 English and
Mathematics & Statistics. Our teaching teams are embedding these updated
frameworks into their classrooms. All other subject areas (such as Science,
Technology, and the Arts) will transition to their new curriculums at the start of 2027.

What this means for Junior Reports
Because of these national updates, you will notice that the reporting criteria for
Maths and English look different from other subjects. To meet new Ministry of
Education reporting guidelines, student progress in Maths and English will now be
mapped against five clear, nationally consistent progress markers: Emerging,
Developing, Consolidating, Proficient, and Exceeding.

Our reporting layouts will continue to evolve over the next two years as subjects
transition to this new system. For more context on these national updates, you can
view the official Ministry of Education Guide for Parents.

Once reports are sent out, we encourage you to discuss the feedback with your child
to highlight their successes and focus on their next learning steps.

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/guide-your-childs-reporting-and-progress


EVENT DETAILS & INFORMATION DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION STUDENT YEAR LEVEL

University of Otago Information Evening
Wednesday 17 June

6.00pm onwards
Silks Lounge,

Addington Events Centre
Year 12 & 13 students

University of Canterbury Information Evening #2
Thursday 23 July

6.30pm to 9.00pm
UC Campus

Year 12 & 13 students

Lincoln University
Friday 24 July

10.00am to 3.00pm
Lincoln University Campus Year 12 & 13 students

New for 2026: RHS Gillatt Tertiary Pathways Scholarship
Supported by the Ron and Joan Gillatt Charitable Trust

Who can apply?
Riccarton High School Year 13 students only.

For study beginning in 2027
Applicants must be planning to enrol at a recognised New Zealand tertiary institution in 2027.

What are the selection criteria?
Applicants should demonstrate alignment with the Riccarton Way values. Evidence of financial need may also be included, but this is
optional.

Scholarship value
Two scholarships of $3,500 each will be awarded.

A note to students
This scholarship is intended to support Year 13 students as they take their next step into tertiary study. If you embody the Riccarton Way and
are planning for further education in New Zealand, we encourage you to consider applying. Applications close Friday 28 August 2026. Please
use this application form when applying: Gillat Scholarship Application Form.

DATE EVENT DETAILS

Monday 15 June RHS Talent Quest begins. Runs through until Friday 26 June 2026. RHS Hall.

Thursday 18 June Dance Showcase. RHS Hall. 7.00pm to 9.00pm

Friday 19 June Fortnightly Reports sent home

Tuesday 23 June 10C SSEP Field Trip to Hatchery at Clarkville. 8.30am to 1.00pm

Chinese Parents Hui on NCEA. LC2. 9.15am to 11.00am

Wednesday 24 June RHS Board of Trustees Meeting. RHS Boardroom. 5.00pm to 9.00pm

Thursday 25 June 10R SSEP Field Trip to Orion. 11.00am to 2.30pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

LIBRARY NEWS

We are very excited to let you know that our library now has a permanent collection of young adult
Tagalog books.

 This new collection is on display at the moment, in the Young Adult section of the library, or you can click
on this link to see what’s available: Search | Christchurch City Libraries Ngā Kete Wānanga o Ōtautahi |

BiblioCommons

CAREERS CORNER
Upcoming careers events over the next fortnight.

Careerwise at Riccarton High School - riccarton.careerwise.school 
Check out CareerWise for everything about careers including events, CV builders, information about training courses etc.

For information about Tertiary institution Open Days please check out the websites for the tertiary institutions.

Our library is joint use and shared by both the community and
the school. It’s free to join, and all students and their whānau are
welcome.

The school librarians are Sally Brown and Liz Schutte. Contact us
at 03 941 7923 or email library@riccarton.school.nz.

https://www.riccarton.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/RICCARTON-HIGH-SCHOOL-GILLATT-TERTIARY-PATHWAYS-SCHOLARSHIP.docx.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__christchurch.bibliocommons.com_v2_search-3Fcustom-5Fedit-3Dfalse-26query-3Disolanguage-253A-2522tgl-2522-2520formatcode-253A-28BK-2520-29-26searchType-3Dbl-26suppress-3Dtrue-26f-5FAUDIENCE-3Dteen&d=DwMF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lgFyYrUHh2iK-KVfmgvLAhDRly0E1fg133BW92QIDzI&m=DhEU_iB5N65aX1Rry1fmzMmiwSJ7fyzJjlbQI9hFOhrVzc40M90TGpAXx3OLrLgu&s=aEBDIKq4-dD4gCRnG0sa0HlGmlnFBjXr47W3P0cdLuQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__christchurch.bibliocommons.com_v2_search-3Fcustom-5Fedit-3Dfalse-26query-3Disolanguage-253A-2522tgl-2522-2520formatcode-253A-28BK-2520-29-26searchType-3Dbl-26suppress-3Dtrue-26f-5FAUDIENCE-3Dteen&d=DwMF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=lgFyYrUHh2iK-KVfmgvLAhDRly0E1fg133BW92QIDzI&m=DhEU_iB5N65aX1Rry1fmzMmiwSJ7fyzJjlbQI9hFOhrVzc40M90TGpAXx3OLrLgu&s=aEBDIKq4-dD4gCRnG0sa0HlGmlnFBjXr47W3P0cdLuQ&e=
https://riccarton.careerwise.school/
https://www.google.com/search?q=riccaarton+library&oq=riccaarton+library&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTISCAEQLhgNGK8BGMcBGLEDGIAEMgwIAhAAGA0YsQMYgAQyGAgDEC4YDRiDARivARjHARixAxiABBiOBTIPCAQQLhgNGK8BGMcBGIAEMgkIBRAAGA0YgAQyBggGEEUYQDIJCAcQABgNGIAE0gEINjQyNGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
mailto:library@riccarton.school.nz
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