
TĒNĀ KOUTOU E TE WHĀNAU

As we head into the final week of a long and
eventful term, I am honored to step into the
role of Acting Principal here at Te Kura Tuarua
o Pūtaringamotu - Riccarton High School until
Haidee Tiffen starts as Principal on 5 October.

Before looking ahead, I want to formally
acknowledge and honor the significant tenure
of our departing Principal, Neil Haywood. As we
head into a time of transition, I want our
community to know that I am fully committed
to this role and our kura. My aim is to steer our
school waka so that we continue to move
forward with steady purpose - He whānau
kotahi tātou.

I have enjoyed seeing the energy at our recent
Talent Quest, showcasing the incredible
creativity and spirit of our rangatahi. The final
is today, so good luck to all of our talented
young students. 

We now look forward to a successful Term 3,
which will commence 20 July. In the meantime,
I wish all of our community, staff and students
a restful and safe term break. 

Enjoy the time with your whānau.

Ngā mihi nui,

Anthea Knowles
Acting Principal, Riccarton High School
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COUNSELLOR’S CORNER

Habit 4: Think Win-Win
Collaborate more effectively by building high-trust relationships.

Think Win-Win isn’t just about being nice. It’s a character-based code for human interaction and
collaboration.

Most people grow up judging themselves by comparing themselves to others. We often think for me to
win, someone else has to lose. That can make life feel like there isn’t enough success, attention, or
opportunity for everyone. However, that mindset can be changed. A win-win approach means looking
for solutions where everyone benefits, not just one person. To do that, we need empathy
(understanding others) and confidence (standing up for ourselves). Real maturity is finding the balance
between caring about other people and having the courage to speak up for what’s fair. That’s what a
win-win way of thinking is all about.

This week’s challenge: “ I am happy for the success of others. I do not put others down. I do nice things
for others. When I run into conflict, I help find a solution. Life has many winners and we can all find
success and happiness together”.

This week we look at the remaining 4 habits of Highly Effective People.

Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood
Influence others by developing a deep understanding of their needs and perspectives.

Seek First to Understand, Then To Be Understood is about listening before we speak.

Most of us are so focused on getting our own point across that we don't really listen to other people.
We might ignore what they're saying, pretend to listen, or only hear their words without understanding
how they really feel.

At school, this can mean trying to solve a problem before you fully understand it. At home, it can mean
missing the chance to build stronger relationships with your family or friends.
Habit 5 is about learning to listen first before you respond. It means trying to understand someone
else's thoughts and feelings before sharing your own. Then, when it's your turn to speak, explain your
ideas clearly and in a way that others can understand and respect.

This week’s challenge: “ I am open to the ideas of others. I listen, understand, and see things from their
point of view. I may not agree with everyone, but I do not shame anyone. I listen patiently, without
interruption. I am confident in politely voicing my thoughts in a considerate way”.

Habit 6: Synergize
Create solutions that take different perspectives into account and work
for everyone involved

Synergize is about working together to find new solutions to challenging problems.

Synergy means working together to create something better than anyone could achieve alone. It's the
idea that 1 + 1 can equal much more than 2. 

Synergy doesn't just happen—it takes effort. To work well with others, we need to use the other habits:
take responsibility for our actions, have clear goals, stay focused, think about other people's needs,
and really listen to each other. Most importantly, we need to value other people's ideas. When we are
open to different opinions and ways of thinking, we can come up with better ideas and solve problems
in ways we couldn't have on our own.

This week’s challenge: “ I get along well with others, even people who are different from me. I work
well in groups. I am open to ideas that are not my own. I know that “two heads are better than one”. I
am a better person when I let other people into my life and work. I value the strengths of myself and
others”.
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DATE EVENT DETAILS

Friday 3 July End of Term 2

Fortnightly Reports sent home

Mid-year reports sent home

Monday, 20 July Term 3 begins

UPCOMING EVENTS

All students will receive their mid-year academic progress report on Friday, 3 July 2026. Because our senior and junior students operate under different
national frameworks, the reports will look slightly different depending on your child's year level:

Senior Students (Years 11–13): Reports will reflect current NCEA achievement, internal assessment grades, and progress toward their qualification goals.
Junior Students (Years 9–10): Reports will focus on learning growth and skill development in each subject area. 

Understanding the New National Curriculum Changes
The Ministry of Education is currently rolling out significant updates to the New Zealand Curriculum. This year, the changes are live for Year 9 and 10 English
and Mathematics & Statistics. Our teaching teams are embedding these updated frameworks into their classrooms. All other subject areas (such as Science,
Technology, and the Arts) will transition to their new curriculums at the start of 2027.

What this means for Junior Reports
Because of these national updates, you will notice that the reporting criteria for Maths and English look different from other subjects. To meet new Ministry of
Education reporting guidelines, student progress in Maths and English will now be mapped against five clear, nationally consistent progress markers:
Emerging, Developing, Consolidating, Proficient, and Exceeding.

Our reporting layouts will continue to evolve over the next two years as subjects transition to this new system. For more context on these national updates,
you can view the official Ministry of Education Guide for Parents.

Once reports are sent out, we encourage you to discuss the feedback with your child to highlight their successes and focus on their next learning steps.

MID-YEAR REPORTING & CURRICULUM UPDATES

Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw
Increase motivation, energy, and work/life balance by making time for renewing activities.

This habit is about preserving and enhancing the greatest asset we have to deal with life and contribute—ourselves. It’s
about balancing the four dimensions of body, heart, mind, and spirit.

Looking after yourself in four important areas helps you grow, stay healthy, and become the best version of yourself.
When you take care of yourself, you have more energy to practise the other habits and deal with challenges at school, at
home, and in life.
But if you never make time to rest, recharge, and look after your wellbeing, you'll eventually feel stressed, exhausted, and
burnt out. Taking care of yourself isn't a luxury—it's something you need to do to keep learning, growing, and feeling your
best.

This week’s challenge: “I take care of myself. I eat right, exercise, get enough sleep, and find time to relax. I spend time
with family and friends. I learn in many ways and I always strive to learn more.”.

As the term comes to a close, we bid farewell to three visiting
international students as they return home. It has been a
pleasure having Nico, Yiwei and Kenau as part of the Riccarton
High School community.

We hope your time here has been filled with memorable
experiences, new opportunities, and lasting friendships. Thank
you for sharing your cultures and becoming valued members of
our school whānau.

FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK

NICONICO
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ANTARCTIC EXPLORERS
CONFERENCE

ANTARCTIC EXPLORERS
CONFERENCE

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/guide-your-childs-reporting-and-progress
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